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Saturday EV aims to build a church full of people  

who are missionaries in their home town 

 

Who are you on mission to? 

Make a list and start praying for them (and yourself)  

 

Daily Reading Notes 

April to July 2008 
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Week Passage Title Date Page 

1 Colossians 1:1-14 The Real Deal 10th May 7 

2 Colossians 1:15-20 Person of Christ 17th May 11 

3 Colossians 1:15-24 The Person and Work of Christ 24th May 14 

4 Colossians 1:24-

2:5 

The Aim of Ministry  31st May 18 

5 Colossians 2:6-7 Keep going the way you began 7th June 22 

6 Colossians 2:8-23 The Threat 14th June 26 

7 Colossians 3:1-17 A True Spirituality  21st June 29 

8 Colossians 3:18-

4:1 

True Spirituality in the World 28th June 33 

9 Colossians 4:2-end Final Words 5th July 36 

Table of Contents 
How to use this book 4 

Background on Colossians 5 

Daily Reading Notes starts on page 7 

Home-groups are the root system of our church  
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How to use this book 
1. Personal Reading 

¶ Use this guide to help you read your bible every day. 

¶ Start by reading Colossians in one go if you can - then slowly work your 

way through.  

¶ Scribble down your thoughts and questions each day and remember to 

pray and ask God to speak to you by his spirit through his word.  

2. Home Groups 

¶ Take this guide with you to your home group each week so you can 

share your thoughts and questions about the passage. 

¶ Let your group know who you are on mission to. 

3.  Saturday nights 

¶ Keep this guide with your bible and bring it with you to church. 

¶ Scribble down sermon notes in the space provided. 

 

Hope this helps you get the most out of Colossians 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Disclaimer! 

These studies are an aid to your Bible reading. They are by no means definitive. 

There are many more issues and implications for reflection than those highlighted in 

the daily questions.  
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A Bit of Background on Colossians 
Colossians is just a first century letter.  It was written by the apostle Paul to a church 

in the town of Colossae. 

Colossae was small, just like many other ancient towns. It was situated in the region 

of modern day Turkey, in a fertile valley with a small river meandering through it. 

Testimony to its size and significance (or lack of) is the fact that when destroyed by 

an earthquake, some years after this letter, it was never rebuilt. The names of other 

towns around it might be familiar to you - Laodicea and Hierapolis! Although a small 

town it was somewhat important because it was at the junction of two important 

roads. This meant it saw the bigger world going by and had opportunity to interact 

with that world. 

Within the town there was a mix of races and religious beliefs. The were various 

cults represented - what was known as Greek mystery religions, various religious 

philosophies, together with a Jewish population. In amongst this was a new group 

known as ñChristiansò. This was, of course, the group to which Paul writes. 

Paul had not met this group before (2:1, 5). They became Christians through the 

gospel message brought by a man called Epaphras (1:6-8). Prior to that it seems that 

Epaphras himself heard the gospel word through the ministry of Paul in Ephesus. 

Ephesus was a much larger city right on the coast. It was perceived as something of a 

centre for the region (known in those days as Asia). From reading Acts 19 it is possi-

ble to piece together this possible scenario for the gospel spread to Colossae. Paul 

taught regularly for over two years in the lecture hall of Tyranus (Act 19:9, 10) 

around 52 - 55AD. It was such a persistent ministry that many heard the gospel and 

in turn took that gospel word back to their own towns. Acts 19 verse 10 actually says 

that as a result of Paulôs two years in Ephesus ñall the Jews and Greeks who lived in 

the province of Asia heard the word of the Lordò. If it was the case that Epaphras 

was one of those who heard Paul and took the word back to his own town, we see a 

vivid picture of the ñgospel bearing fruit and growingò. This is a great model of the 

way the church of Christ is built.  

As you read the letter it becomes evident that there is some problem in this new 

Christian community which causes Paul concern. Because the only information we 

have concerning this possible heresy comes from the letter itself, it is fairly difficult 

to pin down exactly what sort of heresy it was. Over the years, as Christians have 

read this letter, many different alternatives have been suggested. From the letter it 
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does appear there was a move to find a deeper, greater spirituality than that found 

simply by faith in Christ. It may have been associated with contemporary movement 

called Gnosticism. 

However it is not essential to know the exact nature of the problem to benefit from 

this word of God. This is particularly the case given that Paul thought his letter was 

sufficiently general that other churches would benefit from reading it. At 4:16 Paul 

urges the Colossians to show their letter to the neighbouring Laodiceans. Clearly, 

whatever he is combating in Colossae was a problem or potentially a problem for 

other Christian communities - even Christian communities 20 centuries later.  

It is a short letter but full of profound insight and challenge. It focuses on the nature 

of true spirituality in light of who Jesus is and what he has done. To summarise: If 

Jesus is the fullness of God in bodily form, than to have been rescued by him is to be 

brought to fullness. There is no other fullness or way to fullness than that which is 

found in union with Christ. 
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Week 1  

The Real Deal - Colossians 1:1-14 
Day 1 Read Colossians 1:1-14, focusing on 1-8 

Who wrote this letter & who is it written to? How are they described? 

 

 

Paul always gives thanks for the Colossians Ł but he hasnôt even met them before - 

So why does he do this?  (See verses 4, 5) 

 

 

Why do you think it is not just their ófaithô in Christ Jesus that gives him cause for 

thanks, but it is also their óloveô for all the saints? 

 

 

Have a think about how someone might describe you. Would they rejoice in your 

faith in Christ, and your love for all the saints? 

 

PRAY 
Pray for your own life - that it might show these things. 

Pray for our church life - that we might together show these things. 

 

Day 2 Read Colossians 1:1-8 again 

The faith and love that are cause for Paulôs thanksgiving spring from something. 

What is it (see verse 5)? 
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It is important that Paul uses this triad of characteristics (Faith, Hope, Love) to com-

ment on. They are for Paul a basic, sufficient, description of a Christian who is the 

real deal (1 Cor 13:13; 1Thess 1:3). They show that God is at work in the soul of a 

person.  

How do you think it is possible that faith and love might spring  from hope (see also 

Titus 1:1-2)? 

 

 

Our future hope is often given as a motive for living the life we live now. Is it possi-

ble you do not reflect enough on the óhope that is stored up for you in heavenô? 

Could this be why many people do not ñuse the things of this world [as if they are] 

passing awayò (1 Cor 7: 31) 

Have a think about the way this hope shapes our life today - read Matt 6:19-20 and 2 

Tim 4:8 

Day 3 Read Colossians 1:1-14 

Where did the Colossians hear about ñthe hope that is stored upò (verses 5, 6, 7)? 

 

 

Without this gospel word we would not know of the hope that could be ours. Like-

wise, others cannot know unless someone tells them. Check out Rom 10: 14, 15. 

Epaphras is a model of the evangelist.  

PRAY 
The coastal community around us needs this word also. Pray you might be like 

Epaphras. 

Day 4 Read Colossians 1:1-14 

Paul not only gives thanks for the Colossians, but he prays for them. Paul prays for 

one thing - what is it (verse 9)?  
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Yet he prays this ñso thatò various things may happen - list them. (verses 10-12) 

 

 

Paul asks God to fill the Colossians with the knowledge of Godôs will. What do you 

think a person looks like who has this knowledge? How would you know whether 

the prayer of Paul is answered in your life? (The answer is in verses 10-11) 

 

 

The list you have made from verses 10-12 is what a person would look like who was 

full of the knowledge of Godôs will. 

¶ Do you see these things in your life? 

¶ Are they things you really want to see in your own life? 

¶ Pray for them. 

 

Day 5 Read 1:13-14 

Paul has prayed for the Colossians in the last few verses that they might be given the 

blessing of the knowledge of Godôs will, so that they can live a life worthy of their 

lord. However Paul wants to remind the Colossians that there are certain blessings 

which are already theirs because of their union with Christ. 

What are they (verses 13, 14)? 

 

 

[redemption is the word used to describe the rescue of someone from slavery, or cap-

tivity]  

Notice the tenses used. Throughout verse 13, 14 he uses past tense. What is the sig-

nificance of this? 
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Why is Paul so confident that the Colossians enjoy these blessings NOW? 

Refer back to verses 3, 4, 5 - the marks of their lives which indicate to Paul that their 

conversion was the real deal. 

 

 

Could you change the óusô in verse 13, to ómeô; the óweô of verse 14 to óIô; and say 

these two verses of yourself? 

Why, why not? -If you canôt, make sure you take it up with someone. 

 

 

 

sermon notes 
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Week 2 

Person of Christ - Colossians 1:15-20 
Day 1 Read Colossians 1:15-20 

Here we come to one of the most compact and intense descriptions of the person of 

Jesus found in the Bible. It has been suggested this section of Colossians was a hymn 

that Paul adapted to his purpose in writing. If this is the case than very soon after the 

death and resurrection of Christ we have evidence that he was exalted as God him-

self, in the most majestic ways. 

Back up a little and jot down all the things you learn about the relationship between 

Jesus and his Father from 1:1-20 

 

 

 

Day 2 Read Colossians 1:15-20 

The hymn can be (kind of) broken up into two sections. The first half refers to Jesus 

in creation. The second half refers to Jesus in the new creation. 

From just the first half of this ancient hymn (verses 15-17) what do you learn about 

who Jesus is? 

 

 

Write down every phrase that tells you something about the person of Jesus and then 

you own paraphrase of what you think each phrase means.  

[It may help to know that ófirstbornô in verse 1 refers to an heir or ruler. In the an-

cient world it is the firstborn son who inherits the fatherôs property. Jesus is therefore 

the one who inherits as owner the new creation.] 
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Day 3 Read Colossians 1:15-20 

From the second half of the passage (verses 18-20), what do you learn about who 

Jesus is? Write down the phrases that describe him. 

 

 

Do you think Paul thought Jesus was God? What things indicate he thought that? 

 

 

 

Day 4 Read Colossians 1:15-20 

How is your perception of Jesus changed by this small section of Scripture? 

 

 

How is the Bibleôs view of Jesus different from what many people around us think? 

 

 

If Jesus is the all surpassing Lord as portrayed in this Scripture, do you live with him 

as such? 

 

 

Is it evident to others that someone else runs your life? 
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Day 5 Read Colossians 1:15-20 

Read through and write in your own words a prayer of praise to God for Jesus, giving 

thanks for the things this passage reveals about him. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

sermon notes 
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Week 3 

The Person & Work of Christ -  

Colossians 1:21-23 & 2:9-15 
Day 1 Read Colossians 1:21-23 

What were the Colossians once like & what was their relationship with God like? 

 

 

Paul says that the Colossians were ñalienated from Godò and ñenemies in [their] 

mindsò because   ñof their evil behaviourò. How do you think ñevil behaviourò can 

be the reason for these two things? 

 

 

Do you see the truth of these words in the lives of non Christians you know? Do you 

see it in your own life? Take time to ask Godôs forgiveness and strength to put away 

behaviour that dishonours him. 

What has happened now to the Colossians (verse 22f)? 

 

 

 

Day 2 Look again at Colossians 1:12-13 

How does it describe the previous state of the Colossians? 

 

 

What does dominion imply (verse 13)? 
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Many unbelievers would see their rejection of God as an exercise of their independ-

ence. Do you see any conflict between how they see themselves, and Paulôs descrip-

tion of them as under ñthe dominion of darknessò? How do you think this fits to-

gether? 

 

 

Paul says the Colossians now enjoy a new status. Who is responsible for it? What 

words or ideas suggest this? 

 

 

 

Day 3 Read Colossians 1:21-23 

The Colossians enjoy a new status. From these verses how does Paul describe that 

status? 

 

 

Here he is describing the same reality that he has previously described in 1:12-13, he 

is simply using different images. How are the images different? 

 

 

For instance - in 1:13 he uses the image of rescue - in 1:22 he uses the image of rec-

onciliation. What different aspects do these images emphasise? 

 

 

From these verses who is responsible for the Colossians being reconciled? What re-

sponsibility have we in our being presented holy in Godôs sight? (Vs23) 
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Our continuing in faith is not a way in which we earn favour with God and therefore 

merit reconciliation. How does it therefore fit with what has been said of Godôs part 

in our reconciliation? 

 

 

What is the thing by which this reconciliation takes place? (verse 22) 

 

 

 

Day 4 Read Colossians 2:9-15 

In each of these passages Paul describes the wonder of the new relationship they 

enjoy. In each he uses different images to describe it. 

From todayôs verses, how does Paul describe the blessings that the Colossians enjoy? 

List them. (I found six different ideas) 

 

 

Who is responsible for these blessings? 

 

  

Can you identify the times Paul uses passive tense to describe what has happened? 

(Quick language lesson - this sentence uses passive tense : ñyou have been  hitò. 

What does the use of passive tense suggest?  

 

 

What role did Christ play in these blessings being given to the Colossians? 
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Day 5 Reflect on Colossians 1:12, 13; 1:21-23; 2:9-15 

Putting all of these together, what role does Jesus have in the blessings that came to 

the Colossians? 

 

 

Given who Christ is (verses 15-21 of Chapter 1) it is not surprising that the blessing 

those who are united to Christ receive are so all consuming and so complete. This is 

very much the message of Colossians. If Jesus truly is God in flesh, than when he 

works our salvation, you can be sure it is complete and lacks nothing. If all the full-

ness of the deity dwells in him, than to come to Christ is to come to all that God has 

to give. There is nothing more, there is no where else to go. 

sermon notes 
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Week 4 

The Aim of Ministry - Colossians 1:24-2:5 
Day 1 Read Colossians 1:24-2:5 

After describing the person of Christ in the most awe-inspiring way and outlining his 

work for us Paul now seems to turn to a description of his own ministry (and ministry 

aims) among the Colossians.  

Why do you think Paul might do this? 

 

 

From these verses, why does Paul do ministry? 

 

 

Verse 24 seems a very odd verse indeed. How is it that Paul could ñfill up in [his] 

flesh what is still lacking in regard to Christôs afflictionsò? What could still be lacking 

in Christôs afflictions? 

[especially since we know from elsewhere that the work of Christ to atone for our 

sins is final, sufficient, complete (Hebrews 9:24-26). There is nothing lacking in it as 

regards securing our forgiveness and salvation. 

You might reflect on Matt 28:18-20 and Acts 26:12-23. 

 

 

What things describe the way Paul thinks about himself in ministry? 
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Day 2 Read Colossians 1:24-2:5 

What does Paul do in his ministry? 

 

 

In what WAY does Paul present the word of God? 

 

 

What is the content of this word of God? 

 

 

(óMysteryô is not used in the sense of ómysteriousô. As though he is talking about 

something strange and unknowable. It is used to speak of something hidden, that has 

now been revealed. It is more like the way we talk of a murder mystery - knowable, 

just not knowable until it is revealed.) 

Why do you think ñChrist in you, the hope of gloryò is spoken of in such exalted 

terms? (Remember that the ñyouò is referring to his Gentile readers.) See also Eph 

3:1-6 

 

 

PRAY 
Give thanks that Christ is in YOU, that you too have the hope of glory. 

 

Day 3 Read Colossians 1:28-2:5 

From this section, what is Paulôs goal in his ministry (or the task he has been give)? 
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He uses very strong language to describe the manner in which he exercises this min-

istry. What word does he repeatedly use? 

 

 

What does this suggest about Paulôs commitment to his ministry and his commit-

ment to the people he is ministering too? 

In 1 Cor 11:1 Paul urges his readers to ñfollow my example as I follow the example of 

Christ:ò. 

Do you follow Paulôs example in your ministry aim? 

Do you follow Paulôs example in how you exercise that ministry aim? 

 

 

PRAY 
Pray that you would take on the example of Paul. 

 

Day 4 Read Colossians 1:28-2:5 

What do you think it means to ñpresent everyone perfect in Christò -what do you 

think perfection in Christ means??? 

 

 

One Bible commentator (Lohse) has a helpful note on óperfectionô as it was under-

stood in the ancient Greek world of Paulôs time. In that context it often referred to 

those who were filled with experiences of divine power and wisdom. ñTo such a con-

ception Colossians contrasts its own understanding of wisdom and perfection which 

is wholly directed toward obedient fulfilment of the Divine will.ò 

See again the prayer of Paul in Chapter 1:9-14. See also chapter 3:5-9. 
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How are you shaping up? Are you growing perfect in Christ? 

 

 

 

Day 5 Read Colossians 1:24-2:5  

Read through and write in your own words a prayer of thanks to God for making the 

glorious riches of the gospel known to us Gentiles & that we will grow in our love of 

Jesus. Pray especially today for the 3 people who you are on mission to (see inside of 

front cover).   

 

 

 

 

sermon notes 
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Week 5 

Keep going the way you began -  

Colossians 2:6, 7 
Over this week we are going to focus on just two verses. How could you spend a week on two 

verses? These verses really sum up the message of the book as a whole and are central to its 

purpose. By reflecting on these words you will be able to see the whole book in total. 

Day 1 Read Colossians 2:6-7 

Firstly notice the title Paul gives Jesus in verse 6 - ñChristò. This is not Jesusô second 

name (especially as it is place first in this verse). It is a title that comes out of the 

OT. The title means óanointed oneô. In fact óChristô is just the translation of a He-

brew word that means óanointed oneô. The Hebrew word for óanointed oneô is 

óMessiahô. So óMessiahô (Hebrew) equals óChristô (in Greek), which equals óanointed 

oneô (in English)!. They all are the same, just different languages.  

In the Old Testament the óMessiahô (or óChristô or óanointed oneô) was generally the 

king of Godôs people. The kings were chosen and installed by anointing with oil - 

hence óanointed oneô, (or Messiah, or Christ - depending on your language). The 

great king in the Old Testament was David. After his death Israel looked forward to 

another king, one like David. They called this coming one the óMessiahô (or in 

Greek, the óChristô). 

Look at the following Old Testament passages and note down what each teaches 

about  the óanointed oneô or king that Israel looked forward to. 

Psalm 2;  Isaiah 11:1-5;  Ezekiel 37:24-28 

 

 

 

 

Jesus is this one!! 
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Day 2 Read Colossians 2:6-7 

You will see that the first two words of 2:6 are preparing the reader for a conclusion 

of some sort. One set of study notes puts it like this: 

ñOK,ò says Paul, ñGiven what I have just been saying, this is what I want you to do.ò 

Up to this point Paul has told them of the person of Christ, and Paulôs own efforts to 

declare to them Christ.  

What does he want them to do in light of all that he has been saying (see second half 

of verse 6)? 

 

 

How have they received Christ Jesus as Lord (see 1:3-8 and verse 23)? 

 

 

What do you think is the significance of the two words - ñjust asò? 

 

 

 

Day 3 Read Colossians 2:6-7 

The Colossians had received Christ Jesus AS LORD.  

What is Jesus lord of (see 1:13-20)? 

 

 

Have you received him as Lord - as this kind of lord? 
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What areas do you still hold back from his lordship? 

 

 

 

Day 4 Read Colossians 2:6-7 

Paulôs great hope was that the Colossians would go on in the Christian life. How 

were they to continue to live as Christians (see verse 6 again)? 

 

 

This word of God relates to the false teaching that was infiltrating the Colossian 

church. This teaching seemed to suggest that it was one thing to come to Christ and 

it was another to live the Christian life. How might this word challenge this false 

teaching relate? How is it a warning to us today?  

 

 

In what ways are we tempted to go on in the Christian life in a way different from 

the way we began? 

 

 

 

Day 5 Read Colossians 2:6-7 

Paul has urged the Colossians (and us) to go on as Christians, in exactly the same way 

as they began. Verse seven uses various images to describe the character of that life. 

List them here. 
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How does each help us understand how we are to live and continue in Christ? 

 

 

Tie it all together and try and rewrite Colossians 2:6, 7 in your own words. 

 

 

 

 

sermon notes 
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Week 6  

The Threat - Colossians 2:8-23 
Behind the scenes there has been the assumption of a problem at Colossae which has prompted 

Paul to write. Up till now it has only been hinted at (i.e. 2:4). Now Paul deals with the issue 

fairly directly. 

Day 1 Read Colossians 2:8-23 

What is the potential problem at Colossae (see verses 8, 16, 18, 20-23)? 

 

 

What does Paulôs answer in verses 9-10 suggest is the essence of these problems? 

 

 

Do you perceive yourself to have come to fullness in Christ? Or do you think there is 

more than what you have in Christ? 

 

 

 

Day 2 Read Colossians 2:8-15 

There is also the suggestion that spiritual powers played a mistaken place in the Co-

lossians relationship with Christ. Although it is a foreign notion to us, they appeared 

to believe that between them and God was an array of spiritual powers. To come into 

the very presence of God, or to enjoy the full Christian life, or to know deep experi-

ences and spiritual power, the Colossians were encouraged to deal with these spiri-

tual powers in some way. 

What is Paulôs answer to this way of thinking (see verses 10 and 15)? 
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How is it possible in our contemporary religious setting that other ópowersô are set up 

between us and God? 

 

 

 

Day 3 Read Colossians 2:16-23 

It seems that the Colossians were being urged to observe certain religious practices, 

as a way of progressing spiritually. 

Identify them in this section. 

 

 

Note Paulôs answer to them. 

 

 

Reflect on any modern equivalents in our contemporary setting. 

 

 

 

Day 4 Read Colossians 2:8-23 

Although Paul is attacking a problem in this section, there is a great deal of positive 

teaching - teaching that affirms many wonderful truths about our status with God, 

the blessings that are ours, the basis on which we relate to God... 

Which things are particularly encouraging to you at this time? 
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Day 5 Read Colossians 2:8-23 

Write a prayer today giving thanks to God for the incredible gospel as outline espe-

cially in verses 13-15. Also today spend some time especially remembering in prayer 

those 3 friends you would love to be saved (see front inside cover for details). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

sermon notes 
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WEEK 7 

A true spirituality - Colossians 3:1-17 
As the flow of the book goes, this chapter marks a turning point. Up to this point, Paul has 

been attacking a potential problem in the small church. He has first told them of the glory of 

Jesus - he is sovereign in creation and redemption. In him all the fullness of God dwells. Sec-

ondly he has told them how he has committed himself to the ministry of presenting everyone 

perfect in Christ.  Thirdly he applied these things to the problem. If you have come to Christ 

(2:9-10) you do not need anything else. You have it all!  You do not need some secret path to a 

deeper spiritual life. You have it all in Christ. So  (2:6-7) go on in him, as you began. Through 

chapter two, Paul directly attacked the alternative thinking. Do not let anyone deceive you and 

lead you away. 

Now he spells out what a true spirituality looks like when it is lived in Christ. He has disman-

tled a false spirituality - one that adds to Christ and sees him as insufficient - he now puts the 

true spirituality in its place. It is a full and balanced picture of the Christian life, and it is 

eminently practical.  

Day 1 Read Colossians 3:1-4 

Paul makes some significant statements about the status of the Colossian Christians. 

He describes what has happened to them in the past, what they are therefore now or 

should do now, and what will happen in the future, or ought to happen in the future - 

past, present, future. 

List all that is said about the Christian in the past 

 

 

List all that is said about the Christian in the present 

 

 

List all that is said about the Christian in the future 
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Now summarise what you ought to do in light of these things. 

 

 

 

Day 2 Read Colossians 3:5-11 

Paul again urges the Colossians to change their lifestyle. As in many places in the 

Bible (and this letter) he not only urges change, but he gives reasons for that change. 

List the change that is urged and list the complementary reason for that change, e.g.  

V 9  Do not lie toe each other  since you have taken off your old self with 

      its practices... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How can you apply these words to your own life? 

Think not only of changes in action, but also changes in thinking. By giving us the 

reason for the change Paul is urging us to think of ourselves differently that that 

might fuel the change. 

I.e.. You might consider you need to work at not lying - action changed but also you 

may need to work at seeing yourself as a new person - one who has taken off the old 

self - thinking change. 
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Day 3 Read Colossians 3:12-17 

Do for this section as you have done for the earlier section. 

List the change that is urged. List the complementary reason for that change 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How can you apply these words to your own life? 

 

 

 

Day 4 Read Colossians 3:1-17 

In this section is a clear call to community living. Verse 15 - ñas members of one 

body [we] were called to peace.ò  

What does he urge us to do (see verse 16)? 

 

 

How are we to ensure that the ñword of Christò dwells in us richly? Paul gives two 

broad ways in the phrases that follow. Each is introduced by ñas you...ò. 

Does this have anything to say about our life together as meet? 
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Day 5 Read Ephesians 5:8-21  

Have a think about this parallel passage in Ephesians 5. List the things that you have 

been particularly challenged about from this passage and the section of scripture 

from Colossians.  

 

 

 

 

PRAY  
Pray for strength to live holy and pleasing lives to God, as his saved child. Pray that 

God will help you change in areas that you have been challenged by. 

sermon notes 
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WEEK 8  

True spirituality in the world - Col 3:18-4:1  
Day 1  

The letter is moving to its close. The section on true spirituality begun in chapter 

three continues here. He has taught that true spirituality is a practical spirituality. It 

concerns itself with the way we relate to Christ and the local church (1-17). Now he 

shows that true spirituality consists in the way we relate to our families, our work, 

and the outsider. Be warned! High ideals are easy to accept and value. When those 

ideals are given practical application they can be more difficult to stomach. This can 

be especially the case in these verse. Remember this is Godôs GOOD word. He has 

spoken to us that we might know how to please him and that we might live life to 

the full - as our he (our maker) intended. 

Read 3:18-21. If true spirituality impacts our lives then we will look different as 

Christians to the rest of the world. How are the commands about how we should live 

as Godôs people different to the way the world lives? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Day 2 Read Colossians 3:18-21 

List the commands that are given in this section. 

 

 

Which particularly apply to you? 
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Read 2 parallel passages to fill out this teaching:  

¶ Ephesians 5:22-6:4  

¶ 1 Peter 3:1-7 

How might you please God in these things? 

 

 

Day 3 Read Colossians 3:22-4:1 

It is easy to forget that slavery still exists in much of the world today. It is estimated 

that somewhere up to 21 million people are today in slavery. What impact do you 

think these words would have on Christians in that situation? 

 

 

 

 

 

Day 4 Read Colossians 3:22-4:1 

List the commands that are given in this section. 

Which particularly apply to you? 

[Given that it is possible to apply the principles behind the slaves/masters relation-

ship to our present work situations. You may in fact feel it is describing you exact 

work situation!] 
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Day 5 Read Colossians 3:22-4:1 

Read the parallel passage in Ephesians 6:5-9 

How should your attitudes and behaviours change at work in light of this word of 

God? 
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WEEK 9 

Final Words - Colossians 4:2- 4:18  
Day 1 Read Colossians 4:2-6 

In verse 2 Paul urges the Colossians to be ñwatchful and thankfulò - watchful for 

what and thankful for what (remember the context going back to 3:1-4)? 

 

 

What does this passage teach us about : 

 the nature of prayer (verses 2, 12-13) 

 

 

 the content of prayer (verses 3-4, 12) 

 

 

 

Day 2 Read Colossians 4:2-6 

What are Paulôs obligations regarding evangelism (verses 3-4)? 

 

 

What are the Colossiansô obligations regarding evangelism (verses 2, 5-6)? 
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What do you think it means for our conversation to be ñfull of grace, seasoned with 

saltò (verses 6)? 

 

 

Back to verse 2. We are COMMANDED here to devote ourselves to prayer. Could 

your prayer life be described as devoted?? What practical steps are you taking to 

obey this command? 

 

 

 

Day 3 Read Colossians 4:7-18 

This section is a great lesson in partnership - the partnership Paul had with others in 

gospel work. List the various people Paul was in partnership with and consider what 

kind of relationship he had with them. 

 

 

 

 

Day 4 Read Colossians 4:7-18 

Read through the list of Paulôs gospel partners & list what words describe these 

faithful brothers & sisters. 
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How do you see yourself in partnership with the work of God: 

 throughout the world? 

 

 

 within our church? 

 

 

 

Day 5 Read Colossians 4:7-18 

Write out some prayer points below which reflect the theme of 2-6. Spend some ex-

tra time remembering before the Lord today the 3 people you are praying to come to 

know Him. 
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keen for some action this winter?  
 

 

 

 

 

 

www.driscollonthecoast.com  
 

 

August 25 and 26 ï Mingara Centre  
book on the web  

 

 

 

 

 

 

donôt miss this one ! 
 

http://www.driscollonthecoast.com/
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