Be full

Colossians
April - July '08




Daily Reading Notes
April to July 2008

Saturday EV aims to build a church full of people

who are missionaries in their home town

Who are you on mission to?

Make a list and start praying for them (and yourself)
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How to use this book

1. Personal Reading
i Use this guide to help you read your bible every day.

i Start by reading Colossians in one go if you cathen slowly work your
way through.

i Scribble down your thoughts and questions each day and remember to
pray and ask God to speak to you by his spirit through his word.

2. Home Groups

i Take this guide with you to your home group each week so you can
share your thoughts and questions about the passage.

i Let your group know who you are on mission to.
3. Saturday nights
i Keep this guide with your bible and bring it with you to church.

1 Scribble down sermon notes in the space provided.

Hope this helps you get the most out of Colossians

Disclaimer!

These studies are an aid to your Bible reading. They are by no means definitive.
There are many more issues and implications for reflection than those highlighted in
the daily questions.
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A Bit of Background on Colossians

Colossians is just a first centurietter. It was written by the apostle Paul to a church
in the town of Colossae.

Colossae was small, just like many other ancient towns. It was situated in the region
of modern day Turkey, in a fertile valley with a small river meandering through it.
Testimony to its size and significance (or lack of) is the fact that when destroyed by
an earthquake, some years after this letter, it was never rebuilt. The names of other
towns around it might be familiar to you Laodicea and Hierapolis! Although a small
town it was somewhat important because it was at the junction of two important
roads. This meant it saw the bigger world going by and had opportunity to interact
with that world.

Within the town there was a mix of races and religious beliefs. The were various

cults represented what was known as Greek mystery religions, various religious
philosophies, together with a Jewish population. In amongst this was a new group
known as fiChristianso. This was, of <cou

Paul had not met this group before (2:1, 5). They became Christians through the
gospel message brought by a man called Epaphras-@):&Prior to that it seems that
Epaphras himself heard the gospel word through the ministry of Paul in Ephesus.
Ephesus was a much larger city right on the coast. It was perceived as something of a
centre for the region (known in those days as Asia). From reading Acts 19 it is possi-
ble to piece together this possible scenario for the gospel spread to Colossae. Paul
taught regularly for over two years in the lecture hall of Tyranus (Act 19:9, 10)

around 52- 55AD. It was such a persistent ministry that many heard the gospel and

in turn took that gospel word back to their own towns. Acts 19 verse 10 actually says
that as a result of Paulds two years in
the province of Asia heard the word of
was one of those who heard Paul and took the word back to his own town, we see a
vivid picture of the figospel bearing fr
way the church of Christ is built.

As you read the letter it becomes evident that there is some problem in this new
Christian community which causes Paul concern. Because the only information we
have concerning this possible heresy comes from the letter itself, it is fairly difficult
to pin down exactly what sort of heresy it was. Over the years, as Christians have
read this letter, many different alternatives have been suggested. From the letter it
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does appear there was a move to find a deeper, greater spirituality than that found
simply by faith in Christ. It may have been associated with contemporary movement
called Gnosticism.

However it is not essential to know the exact nature of the problem to benefit from
this word of God. This is particularly the case given that Paul thought his letter was
sufficiently general that other churches would benefit from reading it. At 4:16 Paul
urges the Colossians to show their letter to the neighbouring Laodiceans. Clearly,
whatever he is combating in Colossae was a problem or potentially a problem for
other Christian communities- even Christian communities 20 centuries later.

It is a short letter but full of profound insight and challenge. It focuses on the nature
of true spirituality in light of who Jesus is and what he has done. To summarise: If
Jesus is the fullness of God in bodily form, than to have been rescued by him is to be
brought to fullness. There is no other fullness or way to fullness than that which is
found in union with Christ.
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Week 1

The Real Dedlolossians-14
Day 1 Read Colossiand4;Tocusing 68 1

Who wrote this letter & who is it written to? How are they described?

Paul always gives thanks for the Colossiaghb ut he hasnét ewven m
So why does he do this? (See verses 4, 5)

Why do you think it is not just their 0
t hanks, but it is also their 6l oved for

Have a think about how someone might describe you. Would they rejoice in your
faith in Christ, andyour love for all the saints?

PRAY

Pray for your own life- that it might show these things.

Pray for our church life- that we might togethershow these things.

Day 2 Read Colossians$ =dain

The faith and | ove that are cause for P
What is it (see verse 5)?
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It is important that Paul uses this triad of characteristics (Faith, Hope, Love) to com-
ment on. They are for Paul a basic, sufficient, description of a Christian who is the
real deal (1 Cor 13:13; 1Thess 1:3). They show that God is at work in the soul of a
person.

How do you think it is possible that faith and love might spring from hope (see also
Titus 1:1-2)?

Our future hope is often given as a motive for living the life we live now. Is it possi-
ble you do not reflect enough on the
Could this be why many people do not
passing awayo (1 Cor 7: 31)

Have a think about the way this hope shapes our life todayead Matt 6:1920 and 2
Tim 4:8

Day 3 Read Colossiand4:1

Where did the Col ossians hear about fi

Without this gospel word we would not know of the hope that could be ours. Like-
wise, others cannot know unless someone tells them. Check out Rom 10: 14, 15.
Epaphras is a model of the evangelist.

PRAY

The coastal community around us needs this word also. Pray you might be like
Epaphras.

Day 4 Read Colossiand4:1

Paul not only gives thanks for the Colossians, but he prays for them. Paul prays for
one thing - what is it (verse 9)?
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Yet he prays this fso t-fisathem. (weraesil@@ys t hi

Paul asks God to fill the Colossians wi
think a person looks like who has this knowledge? How would you know whether
the prayer of Paul is answered in your life? (The answer is in versesl1D

The list you have made from verses 12 is what a person would look like who was

full of the knowledge of Godoés wildl
1 Do you see these things in your life?
i Are they things you really want to see in your own life?

i Pray for them.

Day 5 Read 1:13

Paul has prayed for the Colossians in the last few verses that they might be given the
bl essing of the knowledge of Godds will
lord. However Paul wants to remind the Colossians that there are certain blessings
which are already theirs because of their union with Christ.

What are they (verses 13, 14)?

[redemption is the word used to describe the rescue of someone from slavery, or cap-
tivity]

Notice the tenses used. Throughout verse 13, 14 he uses past tense. What is the sig-
nificance of this?
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Why is Paul so confident that the Colossians enjoy these blessings NOW?

Refer back to verses 3, 4, 8he marks of their lives which indicate to Paul that their
conversion was the real deal.

Could you change the 06usbé in verse 13,
these two verses of yourself?

Why,whynot?-l f you cand6t, make sure you take

sermon notes
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Week 2

Person of Chris€Colossians 21b
Day 1 Read Colossians2015

Here we come to one of the most compact and intense descriptions of the person of
Jesus found in the Bible. It has been suggested this section of Colossians was a hymn
that Paul adapted to his purpose in writing. If this is the case than very soon after the
death and resurrection of Christ we have evidence that he was exalted as God him-
self, in the most majestic ways.

Back up a little and jot down all the things you learn about the relationship between
Jesus and his Father from 1:20

Day 2 Read Colossians2015

The hymn can be (kind of) broken up into two sections. The first half refers to Jesus
in creation. The second half refers to Jesus in the new creation.

From just the first half of this ancient hymn (verses 157) what do you learn about
who Jesus is?

Write down every phrase that tells you something about the person of Jesus and then
you own paraphrase of what you think each phrase means.

[I't may help to know that o6firstborndé i
cient world it is the firstborn son who
the one who inherits as owner the new creation.]
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Day 3 Read Colossians2015

From the second half of the passage (verses2®, what do you learn about who
Jesus is? Write down the phrases that describe him.

Do you think Paul thought Jesus was God? What things indicate he thought that?

Day 4 Read Colossians2015

How is your perception of Jesus changed by this small section of Scripture?

How is the Biblebds view of Jesus differ

If Jesus is the all surpassing Lord as portrayed in this Scripture, do you live with him
as such?

Is it evident to others that someone else runs your life?
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Day 5 Read Colossians2015

Read through and write in your own words a prayer of praise to God for Jesus, giving
thanks for the things this passage reveals about him.

sermon notes
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Week 3
The Person & Work of Christ

Colossians 12&1& 2:95
Day 1 Read Colossians2321

What were the Colossians once like & what was their relationship with God like?

Paul says that the Colossians were fdal.i
mi ndso0 because Afof their evil behavi o
be the reason for these two things?

Do you see the truth of these words in the lives of non Christians you know? Do you
see it in your own |ife? Take time to a
behaviour that dishonours him.

What has happened now to the Colossians (verse 22f)?

Day 2 Look again at Colossiand.3:12

How does it describe the previous state of the Colossians?

What does dominion imply (verse 13)?
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Many unbelievers would see their rejection of God as an exercise of their independ-

ence. Do you see any conflict between h
tion of them as under Athe dominion of

gether?

Paul says the Colossians now enjoy a new status. Who is responsible for it? What
words or ideas suggest this?

Day 3 Read Colossians2321

The Colossians enjoy a new status. From these verses how does Paul describe that
status?

Here he is describing the same reality that he has previously described in 4t32he
is simply using different images. How are the images different?

For instance- in 1:13 he uses the image of rescuén 1:22 he uses the image of rec-
onciliation. What different aspects do these images emphasise?

From these verses who is responsible for the Colossians being reconciled? What re-
sponsibility have we in our being prese

Daily Reading Notes: Aptily 2008 15



Our continuing in faith is not a way in which we earn favour with God and therefore
merit reconciliation. How does it there
in our reconciliation?

What is the thing by which this reconciliation takes place? (verse 22)

Day 4 Read Colossians19

In each of these passages Paul describes the wonder of the new relationship they
enjoy. In each he uses different images to describe it.

From todayés verses, how does Paul desc
List them. (I found six different ideas)

Who is responsible for these blessings?

Can you identify the times Paul uses passive tense to describe what has happened?
(Quick language lessont hi s sentence uses passive t

What does the use of passive tense suggest?

What role did Christ play in these blessings being given to the Colossians?
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Day 5 Reflect on Colossians 1:12,-23; 2:25

Putting all of these together, what role does Jesus have in the blessings that came to
the Colossians?

Given who Christ is (verses 121 of Chapter 1) it is not surprising that the blessing
those who are united to Christ receive are so all consuming and so complete. This is
very much the message of Colossians. If Jesus truly is God in flesh, than when he
works our salvation, you can be sure it is complete and lacks nothing. If all the full-
ness of the deity dwells in him, than to come to Christ is to come to all that God has
to give. There is nothing more, there is no where else to go.

sermon notes
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Week 4

The Aim of MinistryColossians 1:2%
Day 1 Read Colossians-2:24

After describing the person of Christ in the most aw@spiring way and outlining his
work for us Paul now seems to turn to a description of his own ministry (and ministry
aims) among the Colossians.

Why do you think Paul might do this?

From these verses, why does Paul do ministry?

Verse 24 seems a very odd verse indeed.
flesh what is stildl l acking in regard t
in Christdés afflictions?

[especially since we know from elsewhere that the work of Christ to atone for our
sins is final, sufficient, complete (Hebrews 9:226). There is nothing lacking in it as
regards securing our forgiveness and salvation.

You might reflect on Matt 28:1&0 and Acts 26:1-23.

What things describe the way Paul thinks about himself in ministry?
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Day 2 Read Colossians-2:24

What does Paul do in his ministry?

In what WAY does Paul present the word of God?

What is the content of this word of God?

(6Mysteryd is not used in the sense of
something strange and unknowable. It is used to speak of something hidden, that has
now been revealed. It is more like the way we talk of a murder mystergnowable,

just not knowable until it is revealed.)

Why do you think AChrist in you, the ho
terms{ Remember that the fiyouo is referrin
3:1-6

PRAY

Give thanks that Christ is in YOU, that you too have the hope of glory.

Day 3 Read Colossians-2:28

From this section, what is Paul ds goal
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He uses very strong language to describe the manner in which he exercises this min-
istry. What word does he repeatedly use?

What does this suggest about Paul éds con
ment to the people he is ministering too?

In 1 Cor 11:1 Paul urges his readers to
Christ:o.

Do you follow Paulds example in your mi
Do you follow Paulds example in how you
PRAY

Pray that you would take on the example of Paul.

Day 4 Read Colossians-2:28

What do you think it means t owhatpgloyeus e nt
think perfection in Christ means???

One Bible commentator (Lohse) has a hel
stood in the ancient Greek world of Pau
those who were filled with experiences
ception Colossians contrasts its own understanding of wisdom and perfection which

is wholly directed toward obedient fulf

See again the prayer of Paul in Chapter 119. See also chapter 3%
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How are you shaping up? Are you growing perfect in Christ?

Day 5 Read Colossians-2:24

Read through and write in your own words a prayer of thanks to God for making the
glorious riches of the gospel known to us Gentiles & that we will grow in our love of
Jesus. Pray especially today for the 3 people who you are on mission to (see inside of
front cover).

sermon notes
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Week 5
Keep going the way you began
Colossians 2:6, 7

Over this week we are going to focus on just two verses. How could you spend a week ¢
verses? These verses really sum up the message of the book as a whole and are centre
purpose. By reflecting on these words you will be able to see the whole book in total.

Day 1 Read Colossians2:6

Firstly notice the title Paul gives Jesusinverse-6i Chr i st 0. Thi s i s
name (especially as it is place first in this verse). It is a title that comes out of the

OT. The title means O6anointed onebo. I n
brew word that means O6anointed oned6. Th
O6Messiahd6. So 6Messiahdé (Hebrew) equals
oned (in English)!. They all are the sa

In the Ol d Testament the 6Messiahd (or
king of Godds people. The kings were ch
hence 6anointed on e dependingonydelanguage)hThe or C
great king in the Old Testament was David. After his death Israel looked forward to
anot her king, one |ike David. They call
Greek, the O0Christo).

Look at the following Old Testament passages and note down what each teaches
about the 6anointed oned or king that

Psalm 2; Isaiah 11:5; Ezekiel 37:2428

Jesus is this onel!
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Day 2 Read Colossians2:6

You will see that the first two words of 2:6 are preparing the reader for a conclusion
of some sort. One set of study notes puts it like this:

AfOK, 06 says Paul, AGiven what | have jus

Up to this point Paul has told them of
declare to them Christ.

What does he want them to do in light of all that he has been saying (see second half
of verse 6)?

How have they received Christ Jesus as Lord (see-8:and verse 23)?

What do you think is the significance of thetwowordsii j ust as 0 ?

Day 3 Read Colossians2:6

The Colossians had received Christ JesAS LORD.
What is Jesus lord of (see 1:2D)?

Have you received him as Lord as this kind of lord?
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What areas do you still hold back from his lordship?

Day 4 Read Colossians72:6

Paul 6s great hope was that the Colossia
were they to continue to live as Christians (see verse 6 again)?

This word of God relates to the false teaching that was infiltrating the Colossian
church. This teaching seemed to suggest that it was one thing to come to Christ and
it was another to live the Christian life. How might this word challenge this false
teaching relate? How is it a warning to us today?

In what ways are we tempted to go on in the Christian life in a way different from
the way we began?

Day 5 Read Colossians?2:6

Paul has urged the Colossians (and us) to go on as Christians, in exactly the same way
as they began. Verse seven uses various images to describe the character of that life.
List them here.
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How does each help us understand how we are to live and continue in Christ?

Tie it all together and try and rewrite Colossians 2:6, 7 in your own words.

sermon notes
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Week 6
The ThreatColossians 228

Behind the scenes there has been the assumption of a problem at Colossae which has |
Paul to write. Up till now it has only been hinted at (i.e. 2:4). Now Paul deals with the iss
fairly directly.

Day 1 Read Colossians238

What is the potential problem at Colossae (see verses 8, 16, 1230

What does Paul 040 sugyessiiethe essemce ofehese prablerfs?

Do you perceive yourself to have come to fullness in Christ? Or do you think there is
more than what you have in Christ?

Day 2 Read Colossians1%8

There is also the suggestion that spiritual powers played a mistaken place in the Co-
lossians relationship with Christ. Although it is a foreign notion to us, they appeared
to believe that between them and God was an array of spiritual powers. To come into
the very presence of God, or to enjoy the full Christian life, or to know deep experi-
ences and spiritual power, the Colossians were encouraged to deal with these spiri-
tual powers in some way.

What is Paul s answer to this way of th
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How is it possible in our contemporary
between us and God?

Day 3 Read Colossians-23L6

It seems that the Colossians were being urged to observe certain religious practices,
as a way of progressing spiritually.

Identify them in this section.

Note Paul és answer to them.

Reflect on any modern equivalents in our contemporary setting.

Day 4 Read ColossiansZ38

Although Paul is attacking a problem in this section, there is a great deal of positive
teaching- teaching that affirms many wonderful truths about our status with God,
the blessings that are ours, the basis on which we relate to God...

Which things are particularly encouraging to you at this time?
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Day 5 Read ColossiansZ38

Write a prayer today giving thanks to God for the incredible gospel as outline espe-
cially in verses 1315. Also today spend some time especially remembering in prayer
those 3 friends you would love to be saved (see front inside cover for details).

sermon notes

28 Be Full Colossians



WEEK 7
A true spiritualityColossians 41

As the flow of the book goes, this chapter marks a turning point. Up to this point, Paul he
been attacking a potential problem in the small church. He has first told them of the glor
Jesus he is sovereign in creation and redemption. In him all the fullness of God dwells. €
ondly he has told them how he has committed himself to the ministry of presenting ever
perfect in Christ. Thirdly he applied these things to the problem. If you have come to Ch
(2:9-10) you do not need anything else. You have it all! You do not need some secret pe
deeper spiritual life. You have it all in Christ. Se7)2)6 on in him, as you began. Through
chapter two, Paul directly attacked the alternative thinking. Do not let anyone deceive yc
lead you away.

Now he spells out what a true spirituality looks like when it is lived in Christ. He has disn
tled a false spiritualityone that adds to Christ and sees him as insuffigirotv puts the

true spirituality in its place. It is a full and balanced picture of the Christian life, and it is
eminently practical.

Day 1 Read ColossiansA3:1

Paul makes some significant statements about the status of the Colossian Christians.
He describes what has happened to them in the past, what they are therefore now or
should do now, and what will happen in the future, or ought to happen in the future
past, present, future.

List all that is said about the Christian in the past

List all that is said about the Christian in the present

List all that is said about the Christian in the future
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Now summarise what you ought to do in light of these things.

Day 2 Read Colossiansi3:5

Paul again urges the Colossians to change their lifestyle. As in many places in the
Bible (and this letter) he not only urges change, but he gives reasons for that change.

List the change that is urged and list the complementary reason for that change, e.g.

V 9 Do not lie toe each other since you have taken off your old self with
its practices...

How can you apply these words to your own life?

Think not only of changes in action, but also changes in thinking. By giving us the
reason for the change Paul is urging us to think of ourselves differently that that
might fuel the change.

l.e.. You might consider you need to work at not lyingaction changed but also you
may need to work at seeing yourself as a new persame who has taken off the old
self - thinking change.
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Day 3 Read Colossians-B712

Do for this section as you have done for the earlier section.

List the change that is urged. List the complementary reason for that change

How can you apply these words to your own life?

Day 4 Read Colossiansl3:1

In this section is a clear call to community living. Verse 15ias me mber s of
body [we] were called to peace. 0

What does he urge us to do (see verse 16)?

How are we to ensure that the Aword of
broad ways in the phrases that foll ow.

Does this have anything to say about our life together as meet?
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Day 5 Read Ephesian2%:8

Have a think about this parallel passage in Ephesians 5. List the things that you have
been particularly challenged about from this passage and the section of scripture
from Colossians.

PRAY

Pray for strength to live holy and pleasing lives to God, as his saved child. Pray that
God will help you change in areas that you have been challenged by.

sermon notes
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WEEK 8

True spirituality in the worldol 3:14:1
Day 1

The letter is moving to its close. The section on true spirituality begun in chapter
three continues here. He has taught that true spirituality is a practical spirituality. It
concerns itself with the way we relate to Christ and the local church{T). Now he
shows that true spirituality consists in the way we relate to our families, our work,
and the outsider. Be warned! High ideals are easy to accept and value. When those
ideals are given practical application they can be more difficult to stomach. This can
be especially the case in these verse.
spoken to us that we might know how to please him and that we might live life to

the full - as our he (our maker) intended.

Read 3:1821. If true spirituality impacts our lives then we will look different as
Christians to the rest of the world. How are the commands about how we should live
as Godbés people different to the way th

Day 2 Read Colossians-3118

List the commands that are given in this section.

Which particularly apply to you?
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Read 2 parallel passages to fill out this teaching:
i Ephesians 5:2%6:4
i 1 Peter 3:17

How might you please God in these things?

Day 3 Read Colossians-3:22

It is easy to forget that slavery still exists in much of the world today. It is estimated
that somewhere up to 21 million people are today in slavery. What impact do you
think these words would have on Christians in that situation?

Day 4 Read Colossians-3:22

List the commands that are given in this section.
Which particularly apply to you?

[Given that it is possible to apply the principles behind the slaves/masters relation-
ship to our present work situations. You may in fact feel it is describing you exact
work situation!]
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Day 5 Read Colossians-3:22

Read the parallel passage in Ephesians-®5

How should your attitudes and behaviours change at work in light of this word of
God?

sermon notes
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WEEK 9

Final WordsColossians 4218
Day 1 Read Colossianst4:2

In verse 2 Paul wurges the Colwashulfans t o
what and thankful for what (remember the context going back to 34)?

What does this passage teach us about :

the nature of prayer (verses 2, 13)

the content of prayer (verses-3, 12)

Day 2 Read Colossianst4:2

What are Paul 6s obligatiofH)>s regarding e

What are the Col ossiansd obli g#ti ons re
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What do you think it means for our conyv

salto (verses 6)°?

Back to verse 2. We ar€OMMANDED here to devote ourselves to prayer. Could
your prayer life be described as devoted?? What practical steps are you taking to
obey this command?

Day 3 Read Colossiansl&7

This section is a great lesson in partnershighe partnership Paul had with others in
gospel work. List the various people Paul was in partnership with and consider what
kind of relationship he had with them.

Day 4 Read Colossiansl&7

Read through the | ist of Pauldés gospel
faithful brothers & sisters.
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How do you see yourself in partnership with the work of God:

throughout the world?

within our church?

Day 5 Read Colossiansl&7

Write out some prayer points below which reflect the theme of@ Spend some ex-
tra time remembering before the Lord today the 3 people you are praying to come to
know Him.

sermon notes
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keen for some action this winter?

August 25 and 26 T Mingara Centre

book on the web

donot mi ss t hi
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http://www.driscollonthecoast.com/

40

Be Full Colossians



